
Modifying the BTEC File O7B11_15 

To ensure that the correct point scores are being used in Performance Indicator (PI) for BTEC Level 3 
results in Summer 2011, it is necessary to make modifications to the BTEC basedata file. 

• Navigate to the directory that contains the BTEC basedata being used by the SIMS 
Examination Organiser module.  This will usually be in the S:\SIMS\Examin 

• Identify file O7B11_15.xxx (where xxx will be a sequence number), highlight the file and right 
click.  Choose Open, it is unlikely that Windows will know which application to use to open 
the file.   Choose Select a program from a list of installed programs. Click OK 

 

A list of programs is presented, select Notepad and click OK 

 

• The file will open in Notepad.   
• It is essential when editing this file that the format and layout of the file is maintained.  

Ensure that after any changes made, the columns layout is retained   

 



• Changes only have to be made to BTEC level 3 
elements.  These should be easily identified as 
they have a pattern of DI3 in the data.  To find 
such occurrences, from the Notepad menu choose 
Edit and Find (or Control and F).  Enter DI3 as a 
search and click  Find Next 

• Note that BTEC basedata is different for each school, the exams below are only for 
guidance, your data will have different elements.  Also changes need to be made 
throughout the file and not just the first group of D13 occurrences. 

 

• Changes have to be made to any entry which has this DI3 pattern and either 13 or 119 in the 
7th column of data.  In the example, the first row contains DI3 and column 7 has 13.  This 
means that gradeset 3 should be used with this element, this is the subsidiary diploma.  
Change the DI in the column to SD 

• Grade set 18 is correct for DI3, so none of the next 9 rows against 118 need to be changed 
• For rows with 119, grade set 19 should be used and this indicates that the extended diploma 

is the element.  Change DI in each row to ED.  The example below shows the file with the 
changes made. 

 

• Continue through the file using the find routine to identify and change any similar instances. 
• DI changes to SD where the 7th column shows 13 – Subsidiary Diploma 
• DI changes to ED where the 7th column to 119 – Extended Diploma 
• DI is unchanged where the 7th column is 118. 
• Save the file to complete the editing process and exit Notepad 

 


