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Agenda

ÁBACS payments and electronic remittances

ÁFees Billing in Sims.net

ÁeProcuremment

ÁFMS FAQs
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FMS and BACS - Functionality

ÁGeneration of a BACS file is available within FMS

ÁNo additional charge for using this functionality

ÁFMS BACS file is generated in accordance with 

APACS Standard12th Edition 1997.

ÁFMS BACS file can be uploaded into software 

provided by banks

ÁBACS Remittances can be emailed to payees
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Paying suppliers by BACS

£

Bank charges (most schools do not pay bank charges) 0.00

Stationery & Printing (~ cost of a pre-printed cheque) 0.30

Folding and insertion ( admin time) 0.20

Envelope 0.02

Postage (second class) 0.32

Total cost 0.84

Example - cost of paying 50 suppliers on a cheque run 42.00

Example - cost of paying 50 suppliers via BACS - 18p 

per transaction. (Minimum charge £75 per quarter).

9.00

Saving per cheque run 33.00

Savings per year (£33 per payment run x 12 months) ~396.00



Schools using BACS 

Local Authorities where 

schools are using BACS
Bank

Cornwall Nat West*

Coventry Lloyds TSB

Lincolnshire HSBC

Sandwell Barclays

Sandwell
Coop (via Finance 

Director)



NatWest

Payaway & BankLine systems

ÁPayAway
ÁAccepts FMS Format with File Format of .NNN

ÁUses Recognised BACS Standards

ÁFile can not be edited

ÁBankLine
ÁCurrently accepts .CSV File Format

ÁAccepts BACS Payments

ÁPossible Financial Risk - This file can be edited!

ÁFMS - Possible Solution in Spring 2011



Fees Billing

Sean Bone



What is Fees Billing

SIMS Fees Billings allows schools to manage student 

charges effectively and in a timely manner

ÁAllows Students/Parents to be charged for:
ÁNursery Fees

ÁExtra Curricular Activities

ÁAfter School Clubs

ÁMusic Lessons

ÁTrips

ÁExamination Fees

ÁReceiving Payments (Cash/Cheque)

ÁManagement of Debtors



Benefits

ÁIncorporated into SIMS .net

ÁIntegrates with FMS

ÁInvoice Customisation

ÁSplit Bill Payers 

ÁFlexibility in Applying Charges (Trips, Activities etc)

ÁPaper or Email Invoices

ÁHistorical Reporting

ÁCorrespondence History

ÁIntegration with Document Management

ÁDirect Debits (Additional Chargeable Licence)





Integrated System

ÁA single database will:
ÁRequire data entry once

ÁProvide accurate information

ÁCapture all charges

ÁSave you time

On average 5 minutes per pupil to check accuracy 

of data and manually producing invoices

Time saved 20 hours (nearly 2 ½ working days) 

based on 250 invoices generated per term



Business Efficiency

ÁAutomatically emailing invoices:
ÁReduce printing costs

ÁSave time

ÁProfessional looking invoices sent via PDF

ÁNo postage costs

ÁQuicker payments

ÁTotal Cost Saving to the school:

£1582.50 

based on 250 invoices generated per term



Cost Savings

18

£

Data Checking or Manual Process (Staff Time) 1.20

Stationery & Printing 0.30

Folding and insertion (Staff Time) 0.20

Envelope 0.02

First Class Postage 0.39

Total cost 2.11

Example ïcost saving of billing 250 pupils per term 527.50



What Does Fees Billing Cost?

ÁLicense for SIMS Fees Billing - Included* 

ÁDirect Debit facility - Optional Extra 

ÁInstallation & Set up - Managed Service 

*as part of Resources Licence



Case Study ïIn Good Hands

It was a radical but inspired decision to embed fees management at 

the heart of the core pupil data. With contacts, addresses, pupil 

groupings and activities, all available with no duplication of effort.  

The reuse of current data saved time and improved efficiency.

Martina Reynolds MIS Support Officer Northern Ireland

I find it extremely easy to use and with the Charge Batch Entry 

area, itôs even easier, especially if there are multiple cost entries for 

the same detail. As we use FMS, the transfer of the Chart of 

Accounts, having set up new Cost Centres, is also very easy...

Liz McComish, Sexeys School, Somerset

Secondary School with approx 500 Pupils



Summary of benefits & savings

Feature Value to School Benefits

Integrated SIMS MIS 

system

2 working days per 

term

No duplication of data 

entry, less room for error

Integrated SIMS MIS

system

£+++ Maximise current 

investment, better staff 

confidence

Direct Debits Payment collected 

automatically

Better cash flow, efficient 

budgeting

Automated billing 

through SIMS

£1582 per year Less manual effort, cost 

saving on resources
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Order Processing



Capita Helpdesk 

FMS
FAQôs

Steve Barber
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FMS

Documentation Within
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How to keep informed

WWW.CAPITAESS.CO.UK



Capita Childrenôs Services

Priory Business Park

Cardington

Bedford

MK44 3JZ

www.sims.co.uk

Supportnet

http://support.capitaes.co.uk
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Supportnet

Find answers to your questions
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Supportnet

Log cases to the Helpdesk
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Supportnet

View or create change requests
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Or, of course you can always....

Call the Helpdesk

0844 893 8000

We are always happy to help!



The FAQôs
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Closing  Periods
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Closing  Periods
Things to consider

ü Good Housekeeping

ü Once closed you cannot reopen

ü Unable to post in closed periods
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Ad-hoc Backups


